
1 
 

The Original City of Little Rock 
Some historical firsts and the story of how the streets got their names 

Pulaski County Historical Society 

September 11, 2016 
 

By Michael Hood, P.E., Civil Engineering Manager 

City of Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas  

 

 
 
 
 
Part 1 - Early Settlers, Settlements and Roads of Pulaski County, Arkansas 
Part 2 - Establishment of the original Town of Little Rock  
Part 3 - The Original City of Little Rock  
Part 4 - Baseball Association of Arkansas and Jacobi Grove 

 

Part 1 - Early Settlers, Settlements and Roads of Pulaski County, Arkansas 

 
Establishment of Pulaski County, Arkansas, 1818 

 

The area now encompassed by Pulaski County, Arkansas first became a part of the United States 

with the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 and soon after, was governed by the Louisiana Territory.  Upon 

Louisiana Statehood in 1812, Arkansas becomes a part of the Missouri Territory.  Up to 1818, the 

entire area of present-day Arkansas is governed by only two counties.  To the south, Arkansas 
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County is governed from Arkansas Post, and to the north, Lawrence County is governed from 

Lawrence, soon after named Davidsonville.  On October 24, 1818 during the last session of the 

territorial legislature of Missouri, Governor William Clark signed into law the creation of three 

countiesτPulaski, Clark and Hempstead, taken from the territory of Arkansas county. These three 

counties along with the original Arkansas and Lawrence counties, comprised the sum total of 

counties at the time of the formation of the Arkansas Territory on July 4th, 1819 when Missouri 

became a State.     

 

 
 

 

 

In Pulaski County there was no town which could be named as the county seat, so the courts were 

directed to be held at the house of Samuel McHenry on the south side of the Arkansas River near 

the mouth of White Oak Bayou.  In 1820 the Arkansas territorial legislature established the Pulaski 

County seat further up river at a place called Cadron.  The name of Cadron is thought to be derived 

from the French word for quadrant.  Cadron, now in Faulkner County, was first established as a fur 

trapping post in 1818 when a group of families moved there from Crystal Hill.  In 1821, after the 

territorial capital was moved from the Post of Arkansas to Little Rock, the Pulaski County seat was 

moved to Little Rock where it has remained since.    

 

 

  

Post Roads and Distances c1824 
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Early Settlers and Settlements of Pulaski County 

Up to the establishment of Pulaski County in 1818, few emigrants had settled in the area. Perhaps 

the earliest documented settlers were at Crystal Hill north of the Arkansas River along with a smaller 

settlement south of the river.   

 

Soon after the establishment of the first Territorial Capitol of Arkansas at Arkansas Post, a fierce 

debate arose over choosing the location of a new Territorial Capitol in Pulaski County.  The leading 

contenders were Cadron, Crystal Hill and Little Rock.  Much land speculation arose at these sites as 

the debate continued for months.      

 

Crystal Hill - About the beginning of the year 1807 a group of eight families from North 

Carolina established a settlement near the Crystal Hill, above άǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǊƻŎƪǎ.έ Among 

them are Major John Pyeatt and his brother, Jacob.  Also in 1807, Francis Lafave and his 

brother Leon settled in the county.  Leon Lafave lived to be over ninety years old, having 

lived over eighty years in the county.   

 

 
 

 

Upon arrival, the Pyeatts were surprised to find that a party of immigrants from North 

Carolina had preceded them about a year and were then living a few miles above Crystal Hill 

on the south side of the river at the foot of the Maumelle mountains, or, as they were then 

 

Cadron, Crystal Hill and Little Rock c1824 
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ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ άaŀƳƳŀƭ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎέ  in the vicinity of the Maumelle River.  This indicates the 

first settlers arrived in present day Pulaski County in 1806, but their names are no longer 

known.   

 

Other Pyeatt families would join them later.  In 1812, Major James Pyeatt, Jacob Pyeatt, 

Mary Carnahan Pyeatt (daughter-in-law of Henry Pyeatt) and their families arrive at Crystal 

Hill.  Mary Carnahan documented their travels in her diary.  They constructed a large 

wooden skiff and operated a ferry service on the Arkansas River at Crystal Hill, likely the first 

ferry service in Pulaski County.  Other families soon joined them in the area along the 

Arkansas River between Crystal Hill and Cadron.   

In 1817, Colonel Edmund Hogan, a retired army officer, located near Crystal Hill on a site 

near the point of the rocks.  In 1821, his home there was said to be the finest in Arkansas.  

Hogan was Justice of the Peace in 1818 and the first post master of Crystal Hill in 1820.  He 

was later appointed as General of the Arkansas Militia.   

About 150 others lived in the Crystal Hill area and it was described as a center of fashion and 

intelligence as well as religious influence.  In 1821, the plat for the town site was recorded 

by 9ŘƳǳƴŘ IƻƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ hΩIŀǊŀΣ ŀ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƻǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

governor, Governor James Miller, built his home here and eventually acquired ownership of 

the entire town site in the years following the establishment of Little Rock as the new 

territorial capitol in June 1821.     

 

Crystal Hill declined in importance and by 1843 William Woodruff purchased the entire town 

site at auction for back-taxes in the amount of $3.99.  In 1933, historian Judge Utley 

reported that signs still remained ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ ƎƭƻǊȅέ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ Iƛƭƭ including old 

brick chimneys and foundations, the remains of a brickyard and a wharf on the old river 

bend.     

 

Crystal Hill gets its name from a bluff on the river consisting of sandstone, shale, and 

significant amounts of quartz crystal and iron pyrite, which sparkled in the sunlight.  The 

Crystal Hill Town site was located in present day City of Maumelle at the Maumelle Country 

Club.  The Crystal Hill is located to the east.  Crystal Hill Road gets its name from this early 

settlement and the Crystal Hill.     

 

Cadron ς Cadron was located near the confluence of Cadron Creek and the Arkansas River, 

about five miles west of present day Conway.  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ муллǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ά/ŀŘǊƻƴ 

{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘέ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƭƻƻǎŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ǘƻ ŦƻǊǘȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ 

along the Arkansas River in the vicinity of Cadron Creek.  Cadron served for a time as the 

seat of Pulaski County government and is credited with being the first official town in 

present day Pulaski County.    

 

In 1818, an early settler and trader, John McElmurry and three other investors laid out the 

town of Cadron on about sixty-four acres.  A few other families from the Crystal Hill also 

moved here. McElmurry had built a blockhouse to be used as a residence, tavern, and 

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2225


5 
 

protection of his fur trading business (mostly deer pelts), with Cherokee Indians living on 

Indian land to the northwest. A ferry crossed both the Arkansas River and Cadron Creek.  

English naturalist Thomas Nuttall, who visited Cadron in March of 1819, found prospects for 

the town limited by the small area of good ground lying between infertile hills and forest. 

The only town residents were McElmurry and his extended family (five or six children, wives, 

and slaves). On a return visit in 1820, Nuttall noted several more families, three or four 

outlying houses, and a thriving but slovenly tavern.  Weekly mail service started in 1820.   

Cadron lost out in its bid to become the territorial capitol and later its bid to become the 

county seat of newly formed Faulkner County.  By 1831, the town had been abandoned.  

The site is located in Cadron Park in Faulkner County and a replica of the original blockhouse 

stands here. 

Future Little Rock Town Site - In 1812, William Lewis, a hunter trapper, became the first 

documented land owner at the future site of Little Rock.  He stayed only 3 months and sold 

his claim to Elisha White in 1814, who sold to William Russell a St. Louis land speculator.  

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ hΩIŀǊŀΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƭŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎΣ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ 

another conflicting title to the town site marking the beginning of three decades of disputes, 

lawsuits and acrimony over title.   

 

In 1819, British traveler and naturalist Thomas Nuttall passed through Little Rock and he 

notes Colonel Edmund Hogan is operating a ferry at the Little Rock.  On his return trip in 

1820, he notes a group of bachelors living in a log cabin near the Point of the Rock, possibly 

among them is Benjamin Murphy and Wright Daniel.    

 

Benjamin Kellogg settled at the place where Little Rock now is in about the year 1820. He 

was a blacksmith and found plenty to do in fashioning iron implements for travelers. It is 

written that he made the broadax with which the logs were hewn for the building of the first 

house in Little Rock. After a short while he moved northward and established himself at the 

lead and silver mines in Pulaski County, which became known as the Kellogg mines in 

present day Sherwood.  Argenta, now North Little Rock, got its name from the early promise 

of those silver and lead mines.  

 

Fourche ς Another early settlement in Pulaski County was the Fourche settlement.  

Archibald McHenry was another early settler to Pulaski county (1819 or 1820), living ten or 

twelve miles southwest from Little Rock along the Military Road, now Stagecoach Road.  His 

second home on the site still stands and is known as the McHenry House or Stagecoach 

House.  George Brodie was another early settler here.  Across the Fourche Creek as it was 

then known were the Lewis Brothers, Washington and Nathaniel, and Jared Martin in those 

early years of Pulaski County and Fourche Township. 

 

The Early Roads 

In 1824, The Map of the United States Intended Chiefly to Exhibit the Post Roads and Distances by 

Abraham Bradley showed that Arkansas Territory had few established roads, and those roads were 

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=553
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2210
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=1275
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little more than a network of horse trails through  the wilderness.  The Town of Little Rock had only 

recently been established as the Arkansas Territorial Capitol in 1821 following the establishment of 

Little Rock Post Office in 1820.   The early roads converged in Pulaski County north of the Arkansas 

River.   

Military Road through Little Rock, Saint Louis to Texas - The only road and main post road 

that passed through Little Rock was along a route in use at least since 1760 that was first 

established by Native Americans.  That road was referred to as the Military Road, National 

Road, and in more recent times, as the Southwest Trail.   The early road was little more than 

a network of trails following a general compass bearing to the southwest and would soon 

become one of the most important transportation corridors through Arkansas on the road 

to Texas.   

In 1820, Congress began a road construction and improvement project by the military 

department to establish a wagon road from St. Louis southwestward to Little Rock.  That 

early road would pass through the town of Jackson near to Davidsonville in the northeast 

corner of the Arkansas Territorial line, crossing the White River just south of Batesville, then 

continuing on to Little Rock.   

From Little Rock, the Military Road as it would came to be known, continued southwesterly 

through Saline Crossing near where Benton would soon be established, through Clark 

Courthouse, and onward through the territory to Fulton on the Red River.  A branch of the 

road would continue west from Washington to Fort Towson in the Indian Territory.  Portions 

of that early Military Road through Little Rock can be remembered today as the Batesville 

Pike in North Little Rock; Ferry Street, Asher Avenue and the Stagecoach Road in Little Rock; 

and Military Road in Benton.    

Another early branch of the Southwest Trail and the first route mapped by Government 

surveyors crossed the Fourche River south of Little Rock and passed through Fourche 

Township where some important early springs were located, continuing on towards 

Collegeville at the present Pulaski - Saline County line.  The Lewis Brothers, Washington and 

Nathaniel, and Jared Martin were early settlers along this old road.  The route followed 

somewhat along the western end of present day Mabelvale Pike.   

Arkansas Post Road, Crystal Hill to Arkansas Post - Another early trail passing near to Little 

Rock was the road from Crystal Hill.  It provided an important link from the settlement of 

Crystal Hill located on a bluff overlooking the Arkansas River approximately where the City 

of Maumelle is located today, to the Arkansas Post.  First established by settler and 

adventurer John Pyeatt in 1807, a band of woodsman blazed and cleared a trail from Crystal 

Hill to a point where it intersected an old Indian trail west of present day Jacksonville, which 

led southeast straight to the Arkansas Post.  That early road did not pass through Little Rock 

staying along the north and east bank of the Arkansas River.   

Military Road, Memphis to Little Rock ς Beginning with an act of Congress in 1824, 

construction began on another important military road that would link Memphis to Little 

Rock through Arkansas. This road met the Southwest Trail west of present day Military Road 

in Jacksonville.   Construction and improvement would continue for decades.  Because of 
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the many rivers and swamps of eastern Arkansas, the road was impassable for much of the 

year.   

The system of military roads was extended from Little Rock along the north bank of the 

Arkansas River to the western territorial boundary and Cherokee lands.  Important early 

river towns were Lewisburg near Morrilton, Dwight Mission in Pope County, and Norriston 

at a ferry on the bank opposite Dardanelle where the road crossed the Arkansas River. This 

Military Road continued along the south bank of the Arkansas River on to Fort Smith and 

later Fort Gibson near the western boundary of Arkansas Territory.   

Some later roads from Little Rock - By the time of the Civil War, several other roads had 

been established westward and southward from Little Rock.  From Little Rock westward, 

Civil War era maps named the roads as the Lower Maumelle Road also known as River Road, 

and the Upper Maumelle Road also referred to as the post road to North Point and 

Perryville.   North Point was an early outpost in Pulaski County located near Pleasant Grove 

and Goodson Roads.    

¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ tƛƴŜ .ƭǳŦŦ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ōŀƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ǌƪŀƴǎŀǎ wƛǾŜǊΣ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŜǊǊȅΩǎ 

Ferry at Terry Lock and Dam and onward through Sweet Home and Wrightsville.  That route 

known as the 21st Street Pike or Fourche Pike can be remembered today as 21st Street, 

Barber Street, the former Confederate Boulevard, Springer Boulevard and the Sweet Home 

Pike.    

 

Part 2 - Establishment of the original Town of Little Rock and 

How the Streets got their Names 
 

Town of Little Rock 

Jean-Baptiste Benard de la Harpe, a Frenchman, lead an exploration party up the Arkansas River in 

1772 from New Orleans.  He noted the first outcropping of rock along the banks of the river since 

leaving New Orleans and called the place 'la petite roche' or 'the little rock,' to distinguish it from a 

larger cliff or big rock across the river.  The location later commonly referred to as the Point of the 

Rocks.  For a short time, the first town at point of the rocks was called Arkopolis, however, when the 

first post office was established at this location in March of 1820, it was named Little Rock.  The first 

map of the Town of Little Rock was recorded in the land records of Pulaski County, Arkansas 

Territory on February 2, 1822. 

From June 1821 when the Territorial Capitol was moved from Arkansas Post to 1825, the Territorial 

Governor presided over the affairs of the Town of Little Rock.  In 1825 (or 1827) Territorial Governor 

George Izard signed legislation to provide for a Board of Trustees to govern the town.  In 1831, the 

Town of Little Rock received its first charter.  In 1835, Little Rock is re-chartered as the first city in 

Arkansas Territory.   
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The ΨLittle RockΩ is located at the foot of Rock Street and the Junction Bridge in Riverfront Park.  

LaHarpe Boulevard of today gets its name from the early explorer that is credited with naming the 

rock.       

 

 

 

 

Little Rock Land Title Disputes ς From the very beginning of the Little Rock town site continuing on 

into the 1840s, the ownership of the town was a subject of numerous lawsuits, disputes and 

hostilities over early land titles.  In 1814, William Russell, a St. Louis land speculator acquired a land 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ hΩIŀǊŀΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƭŀƴŘ ǎǇŜculator from St. Louis, acquired a 

second conflicting title to the town site.     

Chester Ashley, one of the first lawyers to settle in Little Rock, was a key figure in the dispute over 

the ownership of the land on which the town was to be built. Two groups of speculators held 

conflicting claims to the location of what is today downtown Little Rock. Ashley represented the 

ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ .ǊȅŀƴΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ hΩIŀǊŀΣ !Ƴƻǎ ²ƘŜŜƭŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ James Miller, who 

claimed through a New Madrid certificate. William Russell headed the other faction, which also 

included Robert Crittenden, Henry Conway, Judge Andrew Scott, and a number of other prominent 

citizens, who claimed through pre-ŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ !ǎƘƭŜȅΩǎ ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎƛŘŜǎ 

compromised and split up downtown Little Rock between them.  Still, disputes over title continued 

for years after.   

On September 25, 1839, businessman Roswell Beebe received the original patent for the town of 

Little Rock, signed by President Martin Van Buren.  Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǳƭŀǎƪƛ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜǊΩǎ 

office Book L, page 312, encompassing 240 acres.  It is written that upon his return, Beebe gave all 

Little Rock, Main Street at Markham, 1836 

Population 600, about 150 buildings 

 

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=115
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2270
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=4612
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=1758
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the people who had bought lots from a certain real estate developer, whom he considered to be fair 

and honest, title to their land for a dollar. In 1840, Beebe recorded his map of Little Rock and 

deeded the streets and alleys to the city for a dollar. He gave the state the title for the land on 

Markham Street, where the new capitol building (now the Old State House Museum) was 

located.  He also donated part of the land for Mount Holly Cemetery, the other portion came from 

his brother-in-law Chester Ashley. 

Quapaw Line ς In 1818 a treaty with the Quapaw Indians established the northern and western 

boundary of tribal lands as a line commencing at the Point of the Rock and running due south.  The 

Town of Little Rock was laid out west of this boundary. A series of stone monuments located in River 

Front Park commemorates this historic line as well as a monument in MacArthur Park.        
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North ς South Streets of the Town of Little Rock ς These were the north ς south trending streets 

shown on the original Map of the Town of Little Rock in 1822.  

1st or East or Commerce or River Market Avenue ς While the street was not officially a part 

of the original town as it was located east of the Quapaw Line, East Street or 1st Street 

figured prominently in the town history.  In the early years, it was a short street that 

extended from Markham north to the Arkansas River and was a focal point of river trade 

where steamboats landed and early log warehouses were constructed.  Further east of here 

was the ferry landing at future Ferry Street.  Because of this role in early trade, it would 

soon become known as Commerce Street.   

Old Commerce Street remains a focus of local shopping and entertainment in the heart of 

the Little Rock River Market District.  A portion of Commerce Street has been renamed River 

Market Avenue.   

Rock Street - Rock gets its name from the Little Rock, Point of the Rocks or La Petite Roche.  

 

 

 

Cumberland Street ς The Cumberland Gap westward through the Appalachian Mountains 

into Kentucky and Tennessee was one of the most important trails in the saga of the 

western migration of Europeans into the Territories of the Louisiana Purchase.  Many of the 

early Little Rock settlers or their ancestors had come through the Cumberland Gap on their 

way west and Cumberland Street commemorates their travels. 

Scott Street ς Andrew Horatio Scott was one of the first Superior Court judges of Arkansas 

Territory by virtue of appointment by President James Monroe. He was the first 

governmental official to report for duty at the village of Arkansas Post (Arkansas County) on 

July 4, 1819, and was first to put into operation the laws of the territory. He served as Circuit 

La Petite Roche at Rock Street 

Junction Bridge opened December 1884 

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=3
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Court Judge for the first District and was the first County Judge of Pope County. The county 

of Scott, created in 1833, was named in his honor.   

Scott is acknowledged as one of the most distinguished figures in pioneer Arkansas history 

however, his career was forever marred by a proclivity toward violet confrontation.  On May 

26 1824, fellow Superior Court Judge Joseph Selden died at the hand of Scott in a duel on 

the east bank of the Mississippi River across from Helena (Phillips County) following an 

incident wherein Scott felt that Selden had insulted a lady and demanded that he apologize.   

On May 31, 1828, Scott confronted Edmund Hogan in Little Rock and accused him of lying 

about Scott during a campaign for Territorial Delegate.  A verbal argument escalated into a 

shoving match, during which Hogan struck Scott, knocking him down. Scott drew a spear 

ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŎŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊǳǎǘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ IƻƎŀƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅΣ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΦ {Ŏƻǘǘ ǿŀǎ 

charged with murder but later acquitted from charges as he was ruled to have acted in self-

defense.  After this, Scott removed to Dwight Mission near present day Russellville in 

Cherokee Territory.   

 

 

 

East Main or Main Street ς First mapped as East Main, Main Street and Markham Street 

were then as now, the center of the downtown business district.   Travelers along the 

Military Road, the Southwest Trail, visited and shopped along these streets in their travels.  

Louisiana Street ς The year 1803 marked the historic Louisiana Purchase in which the 

United States purchased from France a vast area of land in the west that included Little 

Rock, the future Territorial Capitol of Arkansas.  Arkansas was first a part of the Louisiana 

Territory, then the Missouri Territory, before becoming the Arkansas Territory on July 4th, 

1819.    

 

Territorial Judge Andrew 

Horatio Scott 

Superior Court Judge 1819 

Dueled with fellow judge 

Joseph Seldon 1824 

Killed Col. Edmund Hogan 

during a fight over politics 

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=801
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=805
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2648
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?search=1&entryID=950
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=4265


12 
 

Center Street ς Center Street is located near the center of the original Town of Little Rock.  

In 1833, the third Territorial Governor John Pope selected a site on Markham Street 

centered on Center Street for construction of the new capitol building, now known as the 

Old Statehouse.  Center Street was the first street constructed through to the town 

boundary and the first street that was paved for its entire length in the old town. 

Ashley and Conway Streets - With construction of the new capitol building, a new 

street was constructed on the east side of the Statehouse and named Ashley Street 

in honor of Chester Ashley, the third senator from Arkansas.  A new street on the 

west side was named Conway Street in honor of James Sevier Conway, the first 

Governor of the new State of Arkansas.  Both men were members of the powerful 

Conway-Sevier-Johnson faction that controlled Arkansas politics up to the time of 

the Civil War.    

 

 

 

Spring Street ς In 1822 at the foot of Spring Street on the Arkansas River was located a large 

perennial spring that served as an important early drinking water source.  By 1832, John 

Pope described a steam saw mill on the site.  The boilers for the mill drew water from the 

old spring.  During construction of a pedestrian approach for the new Broadway Bridge in 

2015, an old brick and concrete cistern was uncovered at the site of the old spring, since re-

covered and preserved.   

West Main or Broadway Street ς Broadway Street or West Main as it was known in the 

early years, would become the premier thoroughfare of Little Rock.  Many fine homes and 

businesses were located on the broad, tree-lined street.  During the age of the automobile, 

the Broadway Bridge was completed in 1927 and it would be designed as US Highway 70. 

Center Street and the Statehouse 

Ashley and Conway Streets 
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East ς West Streets of the Town of Little Rock - These were the east ς west trending streets shown 

on the original Map of the Town of Little Rock in 1822. 

North Street ς This was the northern most street in the early town extending only a few 

blocks in length at the northwest corner of the map on a high river prominence.   

Water or Garland Street or Ottenheimer Plaza Drive ς Water Street was located one block 

north of Markham along the Arkansas River.  Early industries and businesses that relied on 

river transportation developed along the street including associated saloons, gambling 

houses and houses of ill-repute.  Catering to the river boat men, gamblers and ruffians, a 

portion of Water Street and tƘŜ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ŀƭƭŜȅ 9ƭƳ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άƘŜƭƭΩs half-

acre.έ  George Featherstonhaugh, an English geologist, who visited in 1838, wrote that, in 

his estimation, Little Rock had fewer than twelve citizens who refrained from wearing "two 

pistols Χ and a Bowie knife."  German adventurer Frederick Gerstaecker wrote of Little Rock 

in 1838 ά.ƻŀǘƳŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ Ƙŀve good reason when they sing: 

άLittle Rock in Arkansaw  

DŀƳƴŘŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ L ŜǾŜǊ ǎŀǿΦέ    

 

 

 

¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ WƻƘƴ tƻǇŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘΥ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ 

intelligent, refined and honorable the better class of the people were, there were to be 

found men of lawless and desperate character, who had to be met with force and swift 

justice. Besides, the want of action and constant occupation, and the great interest taken in 

local politics; or quarrels growing out of some real or fancied wrong, or disputes over a piece 

of land or other property, often led to bloody encounters. Sometimes they were decided on 

the field of honor, falsely so called, and at others resulted in a rough and tumble fight or a 

 

 

Territorial Governor John 

Pope 1829 

Progressive and visionary 

advocate for improvement of 

!ǊƪŀƴǎŀǎΩ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ 

place of violence and 

corruption 
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shooting or cutting scrape. Arkansas was no worse in this respect than any other new State 

nƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦέ 

Today, Water Street as a name has disappeared from the map.  The eastern portion of the 

old street is now within Julius Breckling Riverfront Park and Ottenheimer Plaza Drive follows 

somewhat along the old street within the park.  Ottenheimer Plaza and Market Hall are 

named in honor of the philanthropies of Little Rock resident Gus Ottenheimer.  Julius 

Breckling was a long-time Director of the Little Rock Parks Department. 

The western remnant of Water Street was re-named Garland Street in honor of Augustus 

Hill Garland, the eleventh governor of Arkansas, a member of the Confederate Congress, a 

U.S. senator, and attorney general of the United States.  Garland Street and Garland County 

gets its name from this man.            

Elm Street (alley) ς Elm Street was described as a very narrow street one-half block north of 

Markham.  A portion of the original Elm Street remains today located east of LaHarpe 

Boulevard in the River Market District.  A portion of the alley is still paved in old river stone 

cobles.     

 

 

 

 

Markham Street or Clinton Avenue ς The source of the name of Markham Street is 

somewhat one of Ψhistories mysteries.Ω  Two or three Markham brothers stayed for a time at 

the Point of the Rocks. It is not known where they came from or what became of them or 

what their full names were.  However, they apparently laid out a street and their sir name is 

remembered as LiǘǘƭŜ wƻŎƪǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦ  aŀǊƪƘŀƳ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ 

of the original Town of Little Rock and is still the baseline for all address assignments in 

Arkansas River Commerce 

Commerce, Ferry, Water and Elm Streets 

IŜƭƭΩǎ ƘŀƭŦ ŀŎǊŜΗ 



15 
 

Pulaski County south of the River.  It was not laid out in a true east ς west direction and 

aligns somewhat with the original river bank.    

The portion of Markham Street east of Cumberland Street is now named in honor of William 

Jefferson Clinton, a native Arkansan, the 40th and 42nd Governor of Arkansas, and the 42nd 

President of the United States.  His Presidential Library is located at the eastern terminus of 

Clinton Avenue in Riverfront Park. 

Mathew Cunningham and the story of Cherry or 2nd Street, Mulberry or 3rd Street, Walnut 

or 4th Street, Orange or 5th Street, Elizabeth or 6th Street, Chestnut or 7th Street, Holly or 8th 

Street, Hazel or 9th Street, and Caroline or 10th Street ς These streets are all given their 

names by Dr. Mathew Cunningham, a native of Pennsylvania and the first Mayor of the 

Town of Little Rock.  The streets are named for streets in his beloved early home of 

Philadelphia.   

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Cunningham was one of the first settlers of Little Rock in February 1820 and the first 

physician.   His wife Eliza, became the first female in the Little Rock settlement and the birth 

of their son, Chester, named for Chester Ashley, was likely the first baby born to a Little Rock 

family.  Little Rock received its first town charter in November 1831 and Dr. Cunningham 

was elected the first Mayor of Little Rock by a margin of 23 to 15.  The first City Council 

meeting took place at the Cunningham house on the block which is at the southwest corner 

of what is now 3rd and Main Streets.  A plaque on the side of the old Fulk Building on 3rd 

Street makes note of this early event. 

 

Dr. Mathew and  Eliza Cunningham 

1820 first family in Little Rock, 1831 first Mayor 

Friend to Chester Ashley, William Woodruff 
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Part 3 - The Original City of Little Rock  
 

The Original City of Little Rock - The map of the Original City of Little Rock was recorded into the 

land records of Pulaski County, Arkansas in 1835 and again in 1840 when Roswell Beebe obtained 

the original patent for land encompassing much of the city.  This event marked the beginning of the 
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end of numerous lawsuits, disputes and hostilities over early land titles in the city that began before 

the founding of the first Little Rock town site.     

Early growth in the Town of Little Rock was mostly westward and eastward from the first boundaries 

of the early town along the south bank of the Arkansas River.  Markham was one of the most 

travelled streets and met a road west of town that at various times was referred to as the Lower 

Maumelle Road or River Road.  After the Civil War, a portion of the old River Road was named 

Lincoln Avenue for President Abraham Lincoln.  Today it is known as Cantrell Road named for 

Deadrick Harrell Cantrell.  Cantrell was once the President of the Little Rock Railway and Electric 

Company, the company that operated the trolley system in Little Rock. 

hƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀǊƪƘŀƳΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ [ƛǘǘƭŜ wƻŎƪ ƻŦ tƻǇŜΩǎ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ 

όDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ WƻƘƴ tƻǇŜύΣ wǳǎǎŜƭƭΩǎ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ό²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ) and Rector Town (Governor Henry 

Rector). These additions were part of a ten section, 1000 acre grant of land from the United States 

to the Arkansas Territory for the purpose of funding a new territorial capitol and penitentiary.  

Governor John Pope presided over the sale of the land grant. 

Streets added west of the Town of Little Rock  - West of the original town, the following named 

streets had been added west of West Main Street or Broadway by the time that the plat of the 

Original City of Little Rock was recorded into the records of Pulaski County, Arkansas in 1835.           

 

  

The stone arch of Arch Street, 1887 drawing 
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Arch Street ς In the early years, a deep drainage ravine ran from about Mulberry or 3rd 

Street north to the Arkansas River.  Soon after the town was established, a large stone arch 

bridge was constructed at Markham Street to cross this ravine as Markham accessed one of 

the main roads westward from Little Rock.  The arch is depicted on early drawings of Little 

Rock in 1871 as a rather crude native stone structure and later in 1887 as a more refined 

key-stone arch.  Today the old ravine has been filled to street level and the arch is gone.   

Gaines Street ς Gaines Street is within the boundaries of the original town, but it was not 

named on the map.  It was named in honor of General Edmund Pendleton Gaines who 

served with distinction during the War of 1812, the Seminole Wars, and the Blackhawk War, 

serving again in the Mexican American War.  Fort Gaines on Dauphin Island, Alabama is 

named for him as well as Gainesville, Florida, Texas, Georgia, and New York. At least six 

other towns, townships, and streets are named for him. 

 

 

 

As commander of the Western District of the Military, he spent considerable time in 

Arkansas Territory,  presiding over Indian affairs and the forts along the western frontier 

including Fort Smith, Fort Gibson, and Fort Towson.  Governor James Miller called on him to 

quite hostilities between the Cherokee and Chickasaw at Dwight Mission (Russellville) west 

of Little Rock.  While he was in command of military forces during two Indian wars and 

numerous skirmishes, he opposed Indian removal policies, espousing the enforcement of 

existing treaties.      

Tower or State Street ς First mapped as Tower Street, the name suggests there was once a 

tower on the high bank of the Arkansas River at the north end of the street.  It was later and 

ever after known as State Street, commemorating Arkansas Statehood on July 4th, 1836.     

 

Brigadier General Edmund 

Pendleton Gains 

War of 1812 

Seminole Wars 

Blackhawk War 

Mexican American Way 

Commander Western Military 

District 


